
To mark the 150th anniversary of A.E. Housman’s 
birth, we are publishing (in March 2009) a beauti-
ful, full colour photographic edition of 
A Shropshire Lad. 

The enduring appeal of this lyrical English 
poem, first published in 1896, lies perhaps in its 
gentle exploration of the universal themes of loss, 
nostalgia and love. Certainly its popularity today is 
undiminished.

The rural landscape of the beautiful Shropshire 
countryside, from the bucolic Clun valley to the 
bleak hills of Caer Caradoc, is sympathetically 
captured by one of Shropshire’s best photogra-
phers, Gareth Thomas.

The Housman Society has long requested an 
edition illustrated with Thomas’ stunning local 
photographs and many of the views in this edition 
have scarcely altered since Housman’s day.

We believe this new edition will be the only 
full colour hardback version of A Shropshire Lad 
in print at the time of the forthcoming anniversary. 
Christopher Ricks, Professor of Poetry at Oxford, 
has written a new Introduction to the poem. 
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A SHROPSHIRE LAD  A.E. Housman

Gareth Thomas lives in Ludlow, Shropshire. He 
practised as a rural vet for over twenty years 
before pursuing, as a profession, his main hobby 
of photography. His striking landscapes, and his 
images of Shropshire wildlife, now appear in 
several books and hang in many halls and 
houses across the county.


