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| did a

vision
quest, asking
of the gods
the question:
‘What do you
want of me?
and the
answer came
back to write
Boudica

Manda Scott is one of Shropshire's
best kept literary secrets. Before
becoming a published author
about |0 years ago, Manda was a
veterinary surgeon, specialising in
anaesthesia, a rock climber and
amateur photographer. Born and
educated in Scotland, she trained
at the Glasgow Vet School and
now lives and works from her
rural home near Clun, sharing her
life with her partner Faith, her
lurcher, her Welsh section C pony.
and an elderly cat

IMINUTIVE in stature, Manda has a fierce
D intellect, sharp wit and is very self-effacing,

This becomes quickly apparent when she
starts to talk about her emergenee as 4 bese-selling
author — where many lesser-known authors are alking
their books ‘up’, Manda merely whets the appetite of
her audience :nc::umging them o look dccprr inta
the meaning of her novels and become immersed in
the gripping storylines and believable characrers.

When she turned to writing, she started with crime.
Her firse thriller, flen’ Teerh, described by Fay Weldon
as 2 new voice for a new world” was shorelisted for the
1997 Orange Prize, and was part of a wrilogy, for
which she was hatled as “one of Britain’s most
imporane crime writers' by e Timres,

Her fourth novel, Ne Good Deed was a hard, sharp
;tlgcd seand alone contemporary thriller that was
nominated for an Edgar Award for best crime novel in
the Unired Srates, a rare accolade for a British wricer.

What happened nexe was a life-changing moment
for Manda, as she ex pi:l[n cd: "1 was out w.'l":ing my
lurcher, thinking abaut my next boak, the sequel to
No Geod Deed, when 1 sudd{:nh' noticed that my dug
had caughe and killed a lactating hare, She clearly had
young kits somewhere close by and 1 felt it was my
responsibility 1o find and care for them to make up for
the loss that my carclessness had caused. This would
bhave been the case wharever the animal was, bur it was
especially vital as she was a hare and they are sacred in
the old religions of this land, which are my spiritual
path. Unformunately, despite searching all day, |
couldn’t find them and retuened home with some hard
thinking ahead of me.

“I did a vision quest laxer, asking of the gods the
question: “Whar do you want of me2' and the answer
came back ro write Bowdica,”

Bowdica: Dreaming the Eagle was her fifth book and
the Fest pare of the i.m::g'mni ﬁ:lur-!'mn r,:!Jic of the life
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of Boudica — depicred as the last defender of the Celric
culture in Britain, its dreams, its astonishingly
accomplished are, its egalitarian society, where a
woman could, and did, lead her people 1o war,

Buc it’s the dreaming that is the core of the book:
her depiction of the shamanic spiritualicy of the rime
is based on her own shamanic dreaming path. As she
savs: ‘T made it a rule thae all of the decaming depiceed
in ‘Eagle’ would be hased on cither something [ had
done, or had seen done. 1 had ta seeerch in for the nexe
three books, but 1 kepe to it as much as possible. This
is who we were — but ic isn't lost. This is whe we could
be — char’s the real message of the boaks.”

Her most recent novel, The Cryeral Skidl is a
cantemporary thriller with an histarical narrative set
in Tudor times. Inspired by a real crystal skull in the
British Museum the novel is based around a Mayan
prophesy that mankind is doemed and the lighes will
goout on 21/12/2012, Saving the world 15 the focus
of the p]n: and the fase pace kccp:i readers on the cdgc
of their seats,

Manda's versanlity as a writer was put 1o the test in
producing The Crpstad Skl which many reviewers
have pur in the same class as the wp-selling Da Vind
Codde.

Manda underlines thar the novel is 2 work of Fiction
and although there are some people who genuinely
believe the propheey, she is not one of them: *I don't
believe 21/12/2012 is an end point. I do think that
we're moving towards an ending and char icis man-
made. The message of the skulls is that we can change,
bue we have ta listen to the warnings and change what
we're daing.

“On good days [ think that can happen. On bad
days, [ look around and realise nobady’s ever going to
change enough in time - including me.”

The publication of The Crystal Skall in paper back.
is likely to make Manda a houschold name. The
paperback edition ise available from che supermarkerts
from April as well as the usual book stores.

The subject of The Crysead Skl has alse caughe the
imagination of Hollywood film wrirers who are
planning to make it the focus of a new Indiana Jones
film intended for release in the carly summer. Bl
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