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that took 15 years

B The creation of a Shropshire garden is the backdrop to a multi-layered book _

Ding dong! Ding dong! It was
the chimes of the bells of
nearby Morville Church which
sowed the seed of a book idea
In' the mind of Dr Katherine
Swift as she toiled in the gar-
den

“All the time that | was out in the gar-
den, from dawn to dusk, every day,
manth aiter month, year after year, was
{o the accompaniment of the befls.

*That gave ma the idea that it would
be a lovely thing to do to write a book
that want through What it was like being
outside every moment of the day and
the night, becauss &t had been such a
revelation to me, having worked in
librarles and Indoors all my [ife to then,
befing out of doors in all

of the National Trust,

But it Is also a tapestry with many §

threads and themes - aulo

history, focal history, family h}slmy.
Katharine’s relationships with har par-
onts, geclogy, the origins and meanings
of words, the Salopians of today and
yesteryear who have worked on the
sama land, and of time, the ssasons and
the sanses.

In fact it iook so long and became so
complicated (for instance, wach chapter
is based on a different sense) that
Katherine’s computer bacama obsolele
during the process and at one paoint,

that she would ever finish it,

‘she did a house swap, spending a win-

‘tarin an isolated cottage at Sheive, near

the Stiperstonas, concentrating on the
book.

weathars and all sea- /18 C/ay 11y husband mm-ﬂmwkwi"ﬂ_g
= ;'L:"mlﬁ s sald: This is the one. rm e bl
said. Hoshowedmea o aepeiody

" That sead of an Idoa

has-now, many years  P0t0-of Morville” beun iR anetiatg
later, blossomed into a monastery.
book, called Tha Mervilla Hours, which = Syemfees o s e Tdoa of the Hours

has already been so well received that it
will be the Radio 4 Book of the Wealk for
tha week beginning May 5.

Katharine wrote the gardening col
umn for The Times for four years, and
puhllshﬂrs wera 50 kean on her bock

that her agent was able to conduct an
‘email auction amang them for the right
to publish it

And although it is eﬂ'ir.iqﬂy- being
launched on May 5, Salopians will heva
the chanca to jump the gun as

sha will ba signing copies
attl':aMuwIleFFom Festival on May 3,
4, and 5, at noon and Spm.

Nominally the book. is about
Kathorine’s arrival in Shropshire in
1988 and her work 1o create a sort of
historical garden telling the histeny of
English gardening at The Dower
Housa, Marville, where she is a tenant

of the Divine' Office. As the bells of the
church tower would have rung every
three hours to summon the monks for

tha next bit of the Divina Offica, 1 thought- |

a lovely way of structuring the book
would be by the Hours of the Diving
DOffica. These ara the chaptertities.”
‘So the chapter titles read Vigils,
Lauds, Prime, Terce, Sext, None, Ves-
pars; and Compline.
*| was brought up a Catholic, My par-

&nts were Uumptean diffarent religions.
'Wmo‘ﬂtﬂrm CofE, | suppose, and
then she was a Communist. My father

became a Unitarian minister. Then they
were Anglican, and higher and higher

church, and my mother became &

Catholic, but im later e she became a
Buddhist.”

Howewver, Katharine Is not a Catholic: |

“I haven’t been to church since | was 16
but | have a strong affection for It I'm

larly attachad 1o the church yaar,
My mother and | used to sing in the
church choir, 5o we used to sing all the
plainsong and do all the liturgy through-
out the year.”

She becams fascinatad by garden
history while at Qudford Unr.-miiy and it
was the garden — or rather the potential
to'create a gardan — which brought her
and her husband Ken to The Dower
Houss,

"Wa had been looking for somawhara
o' make a big garden on historical ines
for some years. | finished my thesis in
1888 and went off to be keeper of sarly
printed books at Trinity College, Dublin,
We wara looking for somawhera 1o

-maka a garden. | ended up commuting

batwaan Oxford and Dublin,
“Ken would maet ma at Heathraw
every Friday night with a wallat of pho-

location — had once

tographs of all the houses ha had baen
to in that waak.

“Then one day he said: 'l think I've
found it | think this is the one. He
showed ma the phatograph of Morville.®

Katherine had never been 1o Shrop-
shira before.

“The idea of Shrepshire had always
seamed a very magical ona, It sesmed
right to be coming back to Shropshire.
‘You might say you weren'l coming back
becausa you wera never here before. It
falt ke coming back. s been
absojutaly wonderful, i really seized my.
Imagination, The book is as much about
Shropshire as it ks about simply Monviile
and the gardan.

“The reason '3 taken me 15 years 1o
finish it s because it kept gating deeper
and deaper, with more and maora ayers
baing addad to it."

A running imagery through the book
is of fragments, and trying to build a
coherant picture from them.

*H is unintended, but | found that all

DrKlIﬁMnl S'wl‘mn the I‘lmadﬂ.' glrd'm lhn :mlodact Maorville

th Imagery Inthe last chapter is of com-
plation, and putting things logether”

The Dower House Garden B open
fram the beginning of April to the end of
Soptember on Sundays, Wednesdays,
and Bank Holiday Mondaysfrom 2pmto
Bpm (£4 adult antry).

You won't hear the church balls
though — the church is undergoing
restoration — but if you'ra lucky you
might spot Billy, the big grey cat of the
lata ronbridge coracle: meker Eustacs |

. Katherina took in Billy, and his
brother, tha late Jack, from a cats” home
after Eustace’s death.

“My own cats weren'l very pleased.”

Billy appears on the cover of The
Morvilla Hours, walking from tha winter
scane on the back cover, to the summer
scana an tha from, and all Kathering’s

-other cats appear in the various chapler

flustrations. i

The Monville Hours is  published by
Bloomsbury. It Is handback, 338 pages, ©
and costs £17.89. i




