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Newsletter — November / December 2008

Reading Groups: please enquire at the shop if yow awe interested
v joining any of the reading groupy listed below.

Catching up.

November 15t was the fifthy anniversawy of my taking
ownership of the bookshop. We had alovely day,
celebrating with loty of bottles of bubbly, a delicious
cake (thanks, Tinal), balloons outside the front door
- and loty of visitors! Mawny thanks to-everyone who-
called inv - here’s to-the next however mowny years!!

On October 18th; Helen Wendy Cooper was invthe
shop promoting her latest book for pre-schoolers; Silly
Samuel Squave. AUl the children who- visited enjoyed
meeting Helerw and had o good time with Loty of
colowring ivand fun. Helew's books flll a bit of v
gap inthe childrews book mawrket by concentrating
ow different shapes - helping children to-learn about
vawious shapes while hawing fun; our local pre-
school/nuwsery leader gave it the thumbs up!
http://wenlockbooks.blogspot.com/2008/10/helen-wendy-
cooper-shapeland-books.html

I had o good time at the Birmingham Book Festival
at the end of October. CarolAnn Duffy’s howr long
reading from her poetry was moving and
wspirational - we awe st hoping that she will come
to-visit Wenlock next yeaw. I heowrd o fascinating
lecture from Ray Tallis about what goes o inside
owr heads and that was followed by av performance
fromv Lowis de Bernieres. I say performance because
nstead of the usual book signing, Lowis read
extracty from hig latest book interspersed withy music
related to-the text. He plays avvariety of instruments,
but the highlight for me was the very first piece he
played which was frow easternw Europe - v tune
called Biserka Bojourkaw whichv I just happened to-
know the dance to! Quite by chance I was sitting
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witihv another circle dance teacher so-the two-of us
got up and danced! Louis said afterwords that it
was the first time that had ever happened - I think
he enjoyed it! Lastly, I attended o very thought-
provoking lecture by Anthony C Grayling on why
reading s impovtant v society, today and
throughout history. AW of these eventy was very well
attended ond I really enjoyed being surrounded by
other book-lovers - and the rest of the time I was
completely seduced by Burmingham; canals,
sunshine, good food, and loty of free time/

Carol Ann Duffy

World-famows;, award-winning poet Carol Ann Duffy
will be appearing at The Edge Arty Centre ow Friday

Mawrch 13th. Tickety £10/£7. Eawly booking advised -
this will be o sell out!

http://www.carolannduffy.co.uk

Reading For PleasureGroup
(MeeTings 2pn and 7pm)

Jarary 1th:

The:Book Thief: by Marcus Zutak:

February Lith

Independent People., Halldor Laxness

March 11th

Minnie'y Raom, Mollée Panter Downes g

Aprib 8th

Notey FromAn Exhibition, Patrick Gale!

May 13th

Orlando by Virginia Woolf

June 10th:

The Good-Soldier. Ford Madox Ford
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Septemdber Sth
Conseguencey by Penelope Lively

October 14th
b Things FallApart, Chinuadchebe
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Reading for Pleasure

November 5thv (2pm) and 19t (7pm) we shall bes
discussing The Wise Virging by Leonowd Woolf: Owr
last reading group of the yeaw iy One Good Turn by
Kate Atkinson on December 3rd (2pm) and
December 10th (7pm). Our new year’s reading group
s Jowowy 14t at 2pmv and 7pm, reading The Book
Thief by Marcus Zusak. During the year, owr RfP
reading groups willl always be on the seconds
Wednesday of the monthv for both the afternoon and
evening groups. More on the website

Owr childrews reading group is onw November 14th -
we are happy to- inwite Arnwv Tuwrnbull back to-the

to-talk about her book Deep Water. On
December 5th we shall hold owr Chwistmas pawty,
playing the ever populawr Snatch and Bookchase. We
shall not meet in Januawy, our first childvew's group
meeting will be o Februawy 6thv and will be the first
Fridoay of the montivevery month.

The Blue Peter Book Awards have announced their
shortlisty, and inthe childvenw's reading group wes
will be reading v selection of the shortlist (as
appropriate to-the ages of the childven) and
choosing owr own winmners! Overall winners to-be
arnmounced o Blue Peter onvWorld Book Davy.

Also-to- celebrate World Book Day, we shall again be
ruwwning our children's writing competition for Key
Stage 2 childven- move details inthe New Year.
Mawch 2009 will be av buy time for the childven as o
22nd we awre going to- see the highly acclaimed
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performance of His Dawrk Materials by Philip Pullmany
at the Birmingham Rep. More on the website

Persephone kicks off ov Jaruwary 215t with Reuben
Sachs by Amy Levy. We will only hawve afternoonw
meetings now for Persephone; so-do-join us every
thwee months for av glass of shevry and a good old-
fashioned discussion! More on the website

AW information about reading groups; days;
holidays etc; please go-to-the website ov call in to-the
shop - all welcome/!

Christmas
Please see October’s newsletter for move informatiow.

Our Night Before Chwistimas event is now almost fulll
(two-place left at time of writing).

Wenlock’s Chwistmas Fair will take place o Saturdoy
December 6thv - i’y avlovely day invthe town full of
great things to-do-and see. Here at the shop, we are
wwiting childrewn to-come invand write their letters
to- Father Christmas and to-post themm inv our special;
shiny red letter-box! We will also-be serving our
traditional non-alcoholic 9delicious) mulled wine,
ond Fair Trade chocolate peppermint creaums - do-
call in!

New Year’s Opening Hours

The shop will be opewnv on Satuwrdayy 3rd and, 10t
Januawy from 11 - 4pm. We will re-openv fully ovw
Wednesday 14th January, winter houwrs 10 - 5

through Janumary and February, no-Sunday opening
wttll Easter, sorry.

This, the bookshop’s 215t year, has been av fabulous yeaw full of wonderful eventy and
every day miracles. Ay always; I feel hugely privileged to-be sitting here in my shop in
much loved Much-Wenlock. Ay the country faces av dowwn-turn (ov whatever other
euphemism yow may wish to-use) economically, I cawmvonly hope that o decrease inv
excessive spending may well lead to- o increase invv quality and care in our lives as wes
leawrn to- re-evaluate the lessons and wisdom of the “waste not, want not” generation.

Wishing yow all the very best for Chwistmas and the New Year, thanks as always for all
your support - I appreciate it move thawv I convever savy,
Best tsistas
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