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Reading Groups: please enquire at the shop if yow awe interested
v joining any of the reading groupy listed below.

Alternative Booker Shortlist

Ow 1st May at 5.30pm we will be meeting to-discuss
Moow Tiger by Penelope Lively at 5.30pmv for anw howr inv
the bookshop. This is pawt of ouwr “Alternative Booker
Shovtlist” which comprises Heat and Dust by Rutiv
Prower Thabvalo (already discussed), The Famished
Road by Benw Okr onv Mayy 15thvand Disgrace by JM
Coetzee onvMay 29th. Feel free to-join us for the
remaining discussions; OR just let ug know what yow
think of awny of these titles. The official Booker shovtlist
for the Best of the 40 Yeaws will be avwnownced inv July.

The Morville Hours by Katherine Swift

Radio-4 book of the week fromv May 5th.

We awe incredibly proud that Katherine s book is the
Radio-4 Book of The Week beginning May 5th; do-listen
out for it! The book will be for sale at the Movville
Flower Festival over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend
of May 3rd, 4thand 5thvand Katherine will be
available for books signings at twelve o’ clock and, thiree
o’clock o each of those thwee days. We will, of course,
be stocking this wonderful book inthe shop. The
champagne reception at Morville Hall iy completely
sold out.

How Fiction Works

Owr weekly seminawrs on how fiction works; led by Betty
James and based o Joumes Wood excellent new book,
How Fiction Works;, come to-anvend on May 20th. We
hoave all enjoyed the seminaws imunensely, what o treat
it has been to-be taught by someone as erudite; leouwned
ond furv as Betty! At the time of writing we are
applying our new found knowledge to-Rose Macauley’s
The Towers of Trebigond which we are hawing great fusv
with. We are planning to- ruw these seminars agair inv
the autumny, please sign up for them soony two-places
howve gone already, and the group is limited to-tew.




Reading for Pleasure

Creative Writing Workshop

We recently held av creative writing wovkshop inthe
shop, withy Rog Goddawd;, author of many books of
poems; the latest being How to-Dismantle aHotel Room
Rog way Poet Lauwreate of Birminghamy some years ago-
We had av “sandwich supper” cowrtesy of the Copper
Kettle, and o couple of bottles of wine to-get the
creativity flowing: owr inspiration was the bookshop
itself as Rog introduced writing exercises that used the
abundance of books arouwnd us as owr stouting point.
We had av wonderful time, and are keen to-offer
occasional writing civcles in the bookshop in futuwe; so-
do-watch out for that happening; or put yow nawmes
doww inv advance if yowd like to-be notified of future
writing groups.

We shall be discussing Half of aYellow Sun by Chimamanda Adichie Ngozi inv the afternoow
of Mawy 9thvand the evening of May 21st. Our childrew's reading group will meet on Moy
9thvat 4.30pmv to- discuss Roowr, Bully, Roaw by Andrew Fusek Peters. Andrew will be visiting
the childrenw's group ow June 13th to-discuss his work. Our next Persephone Group is June
18thvat 2pmvand June 25th at 7pm. We awe looking for new members and welcome mewv as

well as women.

JUDITH ALLMATT

New Authors Tour

Susany Mooreroft and, Juditiv Allnatt will be inv
conwversation round the tea table (which will be
groaning with teaw and cake!) o Satwrday May 17th.
Do come and take teaw withv us and listen to-these
exciting new authors talk about their books; Family
Matters aond A Mide of River) (recently mentioned inv
the Observer). No-charge!
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Return visit from Manda Scott

We awe delighted that Manda Scott is coming back to-
Wenlock to-talk about her latest book The Crystal Skall
invthe Guild Hall o Friday Moy 23rd at 7pm.
Manda’s book iy cuwrrently invthe Tesco-Top 10 and the
Sainsbury’s Top 25, so-I think this probably county as
owr furst visit from av “Best selling author!” I howve av
limited number (ovnly thwee left now!) of hawdback first
editions of The Crystal Skull, which awe available at o
very special price for peoble attending the event; first
come; first served; otherwise; there will be paperback
copies awvailable. We do-ask that people read the book
before the event so-that the evening can take the style of
a reading group. However, if this is not possible, do-
come along avwway. Places cost £7.50 and awe limited
to-25 so-eawly booking iy advised.

Reader’s day

Owr next reader’s day at Brook Cottage; Clungunford
o Sunday May 25th will look at Doviy Lessing’s The
Goldew Notebook: Re-issued last sumumer this is widely
regawded as one of the most influential books of the
20th Century. We will also- read at least one stovy from
Lessing’s first volume of Africaw stovies; This Was the Olds
Chiefs Country. We will meet at 11 o°clock for coffee
and home made shortbread, followed by discussion.
Please bring vegetouwriow food to- shawe for o lunch-time
feast, which will be followed by further discussion inthe
afternoon: and finishing off with freshly baked scones
ond teav ak four. Costis £15.

Looking ahead

June 11th Wenlock Festival presents: Wovld Premiere
Book Launch of Johw Ruskivy, Henwy Jaumes and the
Shvopshire Lads by Cynthia Gaunble. At 2pm in Holy
Trinity Chuuwrch. Afternoon tea and av short talk. No-
charge: “This book is informative,; evocative; scholarly
and at the saune time accessible. The author has pickeds
her

way through the intricate relationships brilliantly.”
Jeffrey Richawds, Professor of Cultuwral History,
Lancaster University.

Dr Cynthiaw Gamble was born and brought up in
Shropshire and now lives and works inv London. She
brings to-this new book Johw Ruskin, Hevwy James and
the Shwopshire Lads bothv her local knowledge and her
expertise invthe works of Ruskin and many other
Victorioww writers. She is the author of Proust as
Interpreter of Ruskin: the Sevew Lamps of Trawnslation
(2002) inv whichv she explores how Ruskin

Prowst’s life. She iy av Visiting Fellow of the Ruskin
Centre at Lancaster University and the Secretowy of the
Ruskinv Society. She has taught French at botiv school
and University levels and is widely in demand as o
lectuwrer in Britain and throughout Western Europe. She
s one of the leading authorities on Ruskin



June 20th: An Evening with Persephone Books.

As pawt of Wenlock Festival, founder of the Persephone Publishing Company, Nicola
Beauwmany, will be launching her new “Persephone Classics” at Acton Round House; countesy
of Huw and Sue Kennedy. We will serve Pimuns and smoked salmow sandwiches. We now
have the thiee Persephone Classics inv stock; do-come and hawve av look.

14th September: The Atonement Tour at Stokesay Court 2.30pm
This trip is now fully booked.

Poetry Workshops

Future dates awe June 6th; September 26th and December 5t 7 - 10pmv i Little Wenlock.
Due to-popular demand; there will also-be av “second stream” of poetry workél'\opy, running
o June 27th;, October 17th and January 9th. Please contact the for further

details: The text accomparvying this series of workshobys is Ruth Patels 52 Ways of Looking
at o Poem.

m By the way!

. o We shall be supporting the Pudding Trail on

" Satwrdoy May 24th: do-come along and enjoy av
slice of pud at many of the cafés here in Wenlock/

o Clungunford Oper Gardens June 14th and 15th.
There will be many gardens operv (including
minel) and - weather permitting - there wil also-
be auv outdoors book festival, supporting local
authory ow our front lawwn. Do- come if yow can.
There will also-be other attractions such as ice-
creouny, creaun teas, and,, of course, some very
lovely gowrdens:

Thanks as always for your continued support, in this, our anniversary year!
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