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Reading Groups: please enquire at the shop if yow awe interested
v joining any of the reading groups listed below.
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Poetry Live!

For poetry lovers, there iy o lot to-look forward to;

and some exciting things happening right now. At
the time of writing there is just o handful of tickety
left for our event onw Friday 13% Mawrch (and no; I
hadwt realised it was Red Nose day!) withy Cawrol Avruv
Duffy. Thanks to-everyone who-has supported this
event, and for really helping to-put Wenlock o the
Poetry map. I'mvso-looking forword to-the event, and
will let yow know how it goes if yowre not coming!

In June, the excitement continues withv a visit from
the Poet Lawreate himuself, Andrew Motion. We're
really thwilled that Andrew wanty to- come to
Wenlock: Andrew’s lamweateship ends in April this
yeaw, so- this will be av timely occasion onw which to-
reflect upow hig time as Poet Lawrate..

Andrew will introduce his latest book of poems, The
Cinder Pathl ublished by Faber, 1* May 2009 and o
new collectionv of essays, Wayy of Lifer On Places,
Paintery and Poety. He will talk about his
acclaimed autobiography Inthe Blood - A Memoir of
My Childhood and avswer questions about his
writing and hisg role asy Lawveate. Andrew Motiow
was appointed Poet Lowweate inv 1999. “I see myself
as town crier, can-opener and flag-waver for poetry.”
His poetry has received the Arvon/Observer Prige; the
Johw Lleweynw Rhys Prige and the Dylawnw Thomas
Prige. He iy Professor of Creative Writing at Royal
Holloway and recently co-founded The Poetry
Archive.

Friday June 12% at the Edge; tickety £12.50 - or £10
concessions.  Please do- support thisy umportant
literary event.
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And there’s still move! Ow Friday October 2", Rutiv
Padel, great, great-grand-daughter of Charles
Davwirv will be at the Edge talking about her latest
book, Chowles Dawwinv A Life inv Poems. If yowve
heawrd, Ruthv recently onw Desert sland Discs, or
duwring her series of Radio- 4 prograwmmes about
Darwiny, yowll know that we ave i for o real treat.
Doubtless the Dawrwinv Society will be keew to- attend
this event, Rutivy only engagement inv Shwopshirve thig
yeaw, so-dowt delay invbooking yow r tickets.

Owr new Poetry Club- for childrenw has got off to- v
brilliont stowt: I hadw't expected that o poetry group
would be riotous;, but this one is! We are reading
widely; Ted Hughes;, Alanw AWMberg, and many others,
old and new, and the childrerw ave also- bringing irv
their owwpoetry to-read. It's such avjoy for me to-see
childrew loving poetry - rhyme; rhwthwm and words -
so- much. They howe av real appetite for it and their
enthuwsiasm is infectious! We hawve now met for two-of
owr five sessions; still to- come - Steve Matthews and
for poems and pictures, and Susaw Schaller - signing
poems for deaf childre.

Due to- populowr demand, I amv also- going to- ruwn ov
poetry club- for older children, 11 - 15 yeaw olds;:
April 21%, 28%, May 12%, 19™ and, 26™. AW childrew irv
this age group welcome - juty let me know yow are
coming! 5 - 6pmu £2 to-include drink and biscuitsy.

There will be another poetry club-for 7 - 11 yeow olds
stouting ow Tuesday 9™ June and running for six
weeks until Tuesday July 147 (inclusive). This group
will stowt at 5 o’clock, for one howr. The cost is £2 to-

Lastly, in our poetry section, just to-let yow know that
owr Poetry Reading Group for adulty is going from
strengtiv to- strengti. We meet approximately six
times ov yeaw i Little Wenlock for supper, followed by
a presentation and analysis of two- poems, one from
Ruthv Padel's 52 Wayy of Looking at a Poemy, and one
other selected by o group member. The group is
limited to- twelve, and there is owv inv initial joining
fee payable to- the bookshop.  Please talk to- me inv
the bookshop if yow are interested.
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Reading For Pleayure Group
(MeeTings Zpwm and 7pm) July 8the

A Month In The Country by J.L. Carr

Jawary THth:

The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak August - N MEETING

February Lith

Independent People, Halldor Laxness

Septemdbrer 9th.
Congequencey by Penelope Lively

March 11th
Minnie'y Room:, Mollie Panter-Downes

October Lith
Thingy FallApart . Chinua Achebe:

April 8th
Notey Fromdn Exhibition, Patrick Gale!

November 1 1th

Lullabies For Littie Criminals
by Heather O'Neill:

May 13th

Orlando by Vieginia Woalf December 9th

My Pip by Lioyd: Joney
June 10th

TheGood: Soldier, Ford Madox Ford

S
BluePeter

World Book Day

The wirmer of our competition is Eloise Moore from
Much Wenlock Primary School. Eloise nominated the
author Gwyneth Rees as next Childvews Lareate -
we'll hawe to-wait and see who- actually becomes the
new Lawweate, but well done to-Eloise for her
excellent entry. Eloise won £25 book tokens.

Reading Groups

For detuils of all the reading groups, suppers, davys
and holidays please visit the website at
www.wenlockbooks.co.uk

and click o the reading groupsy page. This isthe
best wayy to-keep up to-date withy what’s ow offer.

To clawify, all eventy and groups awe oper to-everyone
and, avyyone; eventy need to-be booked invadvance to-
make sure of avplace; but the regulow reading groups
can be more flexible. It is quite possible to-attend a
particulowr group because yow like the look of the
book, without hawing to- commit to-the whole
prograwmme: It's o good idea to-let me know yow
intend to-come inv case there are any changes to-the
schedule. (The only exception to-this is the weekly
claussics reading group which iy av closed group.)

Ow Friday March 6™, the childvewy reading group
will be meeting to-talk about owr reading of JM
Bawrie’'s classic story of Peter Pan. Last monthvthe
children read a selectiow of books from the Blue
Peter Book Awawdy short-list. We had o very lively
discussion, with the group quite evenly divided
between Shadow Forest by Matt Haig, and Abela by
Berlie Doherty as fovourites. The over-all winner ow
Blue Peter (avnownced today) iy Shadow Forest.

Ow Satuwrday March 21 v group of us from the
childvenw's reading group are going to-the
Birminghoam Rep to-see Philip Pullman's His Darks
Materials.

The Reading for Pleasure book of the monthvthis
montiv is v collection of short stories by Mollie
Panter-Downes;, Minnie’s Room,, published by
Persephone Books. We will meet inthe afternoow
(2pm) and the evening (7pm) of Wednesday 11%
Mawch.
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Wi E. Housman

yphs by Gareth B, Thomps

Reader’s Retreat 2009

From Wednesday 25th - 1t Mawch we held owr third
ool Reader’s Retreat at Broniwan, neaw
Llandysul inv west Wales. We enjoyed glovious
weather, and walked each morning ow the
Cavdiganshire Coastal pativ - some parts of whichs
ave newly opened. Afternoons were spent quietly,
reading; writing, draowing ov resting; and invthe
evenings we enjoyed lively discussions of stovies taken
from Geoffrey Eugenides My Mistresy Spawrow iy
Dead o collection of stories about love. There willl
be many more photos onthe blog (as soonw as ever I
cawv get to- it!) at www.wenlockbooks.co.uk then choose
the blog button.

Coffee Morning — Slightly Foxed

We are very pleased to- announce that one of our
customers; Briown Wood, has awnv awticle published inv
the Spring editiow of Slightly Foxed; a quowterly
Jjouwrnal for readers whichy mawy of yow wil know.
Briowvy awticle iy about Alice Muwo-Williacwmson and
Chauwles Novris Williaumson, who- invthe early
twentiethvcentury - before WWI - undertook motor
towrs of Europe and then wrote about them. We will
be holding av coffee morning with Briouw and his wife
Dovothy from 11 o’clock: please join us. (RSVP please
so-I cawvorder owr cake fromthe Copper Kettle!) £2
per person.

Book Launch: A Shropshire Lad

Ow Friday April 37 invthe Guild Hall, Much Wenlock,
Wenlock Books is proud to-lawnch the latest edition
of Houwsmauw's faumous poem ~ A Shwopshire Lad,
published by Ludlow publisher Mevlin Urnwin. I have
seevv v advaunce copy and convtell yow that it is very
beautiful. It isthe first edition of A Shwopshire Lad
to- be duwstrated withv photographs, and Ludlow
photographer Gawethv Thomas (wWho-will also-be
present) has provided stunning photos of Shwopshire.
We will be celebrating this important publishing
event with Dawid Lloyd - who-has provided awv
introduction to-the book - Dawid will give v short
talk onwA E Houwsmouwv. For tickety and fuwther
information; please contact the bookshop.
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Creative Writing Workshop

OwFriday April 24™ we awe delighted to-have Peter
Diavmond hosting o creative writing workshop at the
bookshop from 6.30pm ttll 10pm.. There will be av
sandwich supper, wine and coffee. The cost is £10.
AW awre welcome; but places are limited to-ten. Peter
taught creative writing for the Open University and
Burmingham University. Please ask me for more
details if yow arve interested; this wil book up very
quickly.

Morville Flower Festival 2009

This yeaw’s flower festival tokes place on the Mavy
Bank Holiday, 2%, 3%, and 4" May at Morville Hall.
The theme of the festival this yeowr will be “The
Morville Howrs” inv celebration of Katherine SWift's
beautifully writtew and highly regorded book of that
name. Since publication last May the book has gone
onto-sell over 10,000 copies and has beenw reprinted
sevenvtimes. Published to-great critical acclaim the
book has become an instoant classic and will hold anv
important place in owr literowy heritage for years to-
come. The paperback edition of the book will be out
v tiume for Easter - just right for Eoster presenty - and
I shall be at the festival withy bothv hawdback and
paperback copies of the book for sale. Katherine will
be awvailable for signings. Do-come and celebrate
this triwmph of seriously good writing - and enjoy ov
traditional village fair at the same time. Teas.
Gawdens opevv. Chuwch open. Plant stalls. Book
stalls: Village entertairvments.

Orange Prize for Fiction.

The West Midlands Readers Network (of which the
bookshop i a member) has won the bid to-host this
yeaw’s Orange Prige for Fiction event. The date for
youwr diawy iy May 9thvand it will take place inv
Burmingham, chavired by Kate Moss (Labyrinth,
Sepulchre). The event will see ov celebration of the
very best contemporawry writing in English by women
fromv all over the world. A selectiow of authory from
this year’s long and short-listy will be inwited; as welll
as former wirmers and judges. Tickety will be
available from the bookshop, or from Birmingham
Library.



Reading Supper

Owr next Reading Supper i Little Wenlock is o
Friday May 29™ and the book inv question is Olive
Schweiner’s The Stovy of anAfricom Fouwrm. Only
twelve places. Book at the shop please.

Circle Dancing

Whew I'mv not invthe shop or reading, chances are
I'mdancing! OnwSunday Mawrch 15%, withy musicions
Zemerchora, I shall be leading av davy of dances;
mainly from Eastern Euwrope. We shall be dancing inv
the village hall at Clunbury, just the other side of
Crowenw Arms, about 45/50 mivuites drive fromy
Wenlock: Dancing stowty at 11 0’clock, but come half
anv howr eawlier if yow fancy coffee first. We have
lnchfrom 1 - 2pmv (bring vegetawiow food to-share)
and finishv at 4 o’clock. During the afternoown teo-
break there will be o exchange of gifty to-celebrate
the spring, so-please bring a (small) gift for the
circle. If yow canv walk yow comv dance - if yow think
yow might like to-try it, yowwill be made very
welcome. AW the dances are taumght first and awe
suitable for beginners; ov for those withy more
experience. Yow cowvhowve avlook at our flier at
http://www.wenlockbooks.co.uk/news_and_events.html

Reader’s Club

Owr Reader’s Club- lanched very successflly last
month. It's based o anw idea Rutivcame back fromv
America withy ~ anvwual membership is £10 per persov
or £15 per couple - payable by cash;, cheque or credit
cavd. Iwreturwyow get:

B

> 10% discount off all your books and CDs*

A Wenlock Books chinaw mug and silk book-

mawk owjoining

Regulawr newsletters by email or post

torly -bird notification on forthcoming

eventy

» Personalised pre-publication information onw
your fovourite authors

<+ A Wenlock Books tote bag each time yow
renew your avwuiald membership

»  Other offers and rewawds as time goes by
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“there may be some specialist books on which we ave
unable to-offer thisy discount. Please ask at the shop
if yow would like to-joiru

Bost L5i&tas,
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