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Newsletter — February 2010

Reading Groups: please enquire at the shop if yow awe interested
v joining any of the reading groupy listed below.

Another Night Before Christmas

Owr Christmas Eve candle-lit reading of Cawrol Ay
Duffy’s Another Night Before Chwistmas and the
traditional oviginal poem by CC Moore; was enjoyed
by thirty childrenw and their pawenty ands
grandpavents: I &l dowt know how we squeeged
thewv all in! We collected £70 for the children of
Conakry Refugee School - my thanks to-all for your
generosity.

Reading For Pleasure

On Wednesday Februowy 10th we shall meet in the
shop at 2pm to- discuss Jane and Prudence by
Barbaraw Pymu.

The Classics Reading Group has just finished av very
close reading of Henwy James Porvtrait of o lady -
we spent 15 months reading this amaging book ands
are going ow avtrip to-Rye inApril to-see the great
man's house and follow up some other literary leads!
We are now tackling Virginia Woolf's To-The
Lighthouse. Let’s hope it doeswt take aslong! (This
group s full, sorry.)

Ow Friday Februowy 12th the junior childvenw's group
(9 - 11 yeawrs) will meet at 4.30 (this group will
wsually meet onthe 15t Fridoy of the montiv.) The
older childvewy reading group (12 upwouwrds) will
meet on Februawy 19th from'5 - 6pmy and onthe 3rd
Friday of each montiv. Both these groupsy would
welcome new members; it's o informal meeting
where we discuss books the childrven hawve read, as
well as hawving av ‘book of the montiv. We also-play
book/or word related games like Bookchase and
Snatch.

The childrew'sy Poetry Club- meety every term time
Tuesday at 4.30pm; for childven aged sevenw and, up,
we now hawve one or two-free places.
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http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/content/knit/

Poetry Festival

We are working flat out to-prepare for the first
anvual Wenlock Poetry Festival to-be held inv
Wenlock from 9 - 11 Apri. Our patron; the Poet
Lawreate Cowol Anun Duffy, wil be here for the
duwration of the festival. The Festival will be av feast of
readings, workshops, exhibitions and
demovutrations. There will be street poetry and
entertainment from Johwv Gormauwv and the Wivvrads
Poety - yow may remember hinv as one of The
Scaffold, and he and Roger McGough, also-anvex-
Scaffold will get together to-reprise some of their
Scaffold material.

There will be classical and, folk music concerty
celebrating Housmauw's life and poetry; children wil
have plenty of opportunity to-be inwolved too; as bothv
CarolAnn Duffy and Roger McGough are putting ow
eventy at the primawy school on the Saturday, and
there will be v Sunday Morning Poetry Club-for
childvew of all ages, hosted by Andrew Fusek Peters;
Polly Peters and Wes Magee. The Burmingham
Childrews Poet Lauweate Indiaw Miller will be joining
intoo. Owr oww local poets, chaired by Paud Francis,
will kick off the festival on the Friday night before
Roger McGouglv officially opens the festival withv his
latest show That Awkwawd Age and Paul Evany is
offering a performance with childven from Chuuwchv
Preenw primary school called Working ov Stone; and
a Walk onwWenlock Edge. Plus of course; readings
and workshobs from many nationally acclaimed
poets, and much, much move.

Call For Knitters!

Withy av great deal of help fromv Ippikin we arve going
to-KNIT A POEM for the festival - we shall use v poes
specially writtenw for usy by CarolAnnw Duffy, and we
need knitters to-knit av letter each of this poem.
Please contact Lesley at Ippikinvs or me at the
bookshop. We shall also-hawve Johuwv Neison using the
saume poen o av stone carving which he wil be
working ow at the festival. The stone carving wil bes
given to-the town of Much Wenlock; the knitted poem
will belong to-the Poetry Festival but will be loaned
out to- vawrious shops and gallervies o request. To-
complete owr work onthis very special poewv (how
many poetry festivals get av poem writtew for them by
the Poet Lauwwreate?!) Catherine Hills, silversmith,
who-will be exhibiting at twenty twenty during the
festival, will create avpiece of jewellery inspirved by the
poem - and this will be presented to-Carol Anww at
the festival.



We already have a lawge mailing list of people from
outside the area who- are keen to-attend the festival -
do-please register your interest at the bookshop so-
that yow donw't miss out. If yow would like to-become
a Friend of the Festival for v £50 owvwuialds
subscription (£75 for a couple) yow will benefit from *
priovity booking; * afree ticket (2 for a couple) for
Roger McGough and * an inwitation to-the Festival
Lawnchv Pouty which will follow.

For move details - either see Anna at the shop ov go-
to-www.wenlockpoetryfestival.org Be awport of this
exciting and ground-breaking festival - do-join us!
(Volunteers also- welcomed!)

Is there anything else happening apout from the
Poetry Festival?? Well; it’s business as usual at the
bookshop now that the snow has gone and my
daughter Beth, who- many of yow know, s expecting
her first baby at the end of Feb: great excitement all
rouwnd/!

Lest LSi&tas,



