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Newsletter — April-May 2009

Reading Groups: please enquire at the shop if yow awe interested
v joining any of the reading groupy listed below.

Poetry Live!

200 people attended the poetry reading at The Edge
with the wonderful Cawrol Annw Duffy - what avvery
special night it was. Our presence in the poetry
world has groww and groww over the last few years
and we awre now able to-attract “big names” to-
Wenlock: Each of the poety o authors we have hosteds
has been deeply impressed by the Wenlock experience;
commenting for example onvhow lovely the toww is;
how special is the book shop, but above all,
remawking that the ‘quality of attention from their
audience has beew so-very special. Consequently, the
word has gone around - and whew I approached
Andrew Motiown to-see if he would come to-Wenlock
the response was immediately positive.

So; o June 12%, the retiring Poet Lawreate, Andirew
Motion, will be at The Edge Arty Centre. The evening
will be inv two- pauty: inv the frst half, Andrew will
read from hisy poetry and from his newly-published
auwto-biography The Cinder Paiiv ITn the second half,
he will take av Question and Answer session. Anyone
who- heawd Andrew recently ow Joumes Naughtie's
Radio- 4e Book Club programume will know what a
thoughtful and, engaging speaker Andrew is: we awre
really looking forwowrd to- himv being withv us.  Thig
event will be held in the auditoriwm at the Edge;
ands so- will be: v smaller, move intimate gathering
thew for Cawol A For this reason, we advise yow to-
get your tickets inv good time as they will soon sell
out! £12.50 - or £10 concessions. Please do- support
this important literary event.




And there’s st more! Ow Friday October 2", Ruthv
Padel, great, great-grand-daughter of Charles
Darwinv will be at the Edge talking about her latest
book, Chawles Davrwinv A Life inv Poems. If yowve
heawrd, Ruthv recently onw Desert Island Discs;, or
dwring her series of Radio- 4 programumes about
Davrwiny, yowll know that we awe in for o real treat.

Children’s Poetry Club

Pictured left iy Freddie; proudly displaying the
picture of “Baby” that he did to- lustrate his choserv
poem. We had a session withy Steve and Shawow see
http://www.petalpowerpublishing.co.uk/news for wmove
pictures, and we also- leawrnt how to- ‘signwv o poemv
whewv we met withv Suwsanv Schaller
www.susanschaller.com. We had the wmost wonderful
time aond I really canw't wait to- see all the children

agounv.

Poetry Club-Dates:

For older childvewn (11 - 15): Tuesdayy
Aprib 215t

April 21

April 28

Moy 12%

May 19™

Moy 26%

AW childvenw v thisy age group are welcome; just let
me know yow are coming!

For younger childresww (7 - 11) Tuesdays
9" June

16" June

23" June

30% June

7% July

14% July

Bothv groupsy will stouwt at 5 o’clock; for one hour. The
cost g £2 to-include drink and biscuity.



http://www.petalpowerpublishing.co.uk/news
http://www.susanschaller.com/

S —— Reading Groups

(Meetings Zpm and. 7pw) July Bth

pr— SR For details of all the reading groups; suppers, davys
TheBovk: This Marcuy Zudoak: A NO MEETING 12 o, - 2

e T and holidays please visit the website at
February 11th September 9th,

indepundant cpler Nelid Loty WP Coniuquances by Penaiope Lively www.wenlockbooks.co.uk and click on the reading
Somstatm et et G hcuge e b groups page. This is the best way to-keep up to-date
ko v 112 withv what's ov offer.

Notey Fromdn Exhibition, Patrick Gale! Lullabiey For Little Criminaly
by Heather O'Nedl

May 13th
Orlando by Virginia- Waolf December 9th

= M. i b Lt To clawify, all eventy and groupy are oper to-everyone

oo sl o o and anyone; eventy need to-be booked invadvance to-
make sure of aplace;, but the regular reading groupy
cov be move flexible. It iy quite possible to-attend o
pawticulowr group because yow like the look of the
book, without hawing to-commit to-the whole
prograwmme. It's o good idea to-let me know yow
intend to-come in case there are any changes to-the
schedule. (The only exception to-this is the weekly
cloussics reading group which iy av closed group.)

Childrewwy Reading Groups

We now have two- reading groups for childres - our
oviginal group for 9 - 12 yeowr olds is now for 9 - 11
yeaw olds; and we howe added o group for 11 - 15
yeary olds. The younger group wil continute to- meet
onthe first Friday of each monti.

 ANMTURNBULL

The older group will tackle books more appropriate
for their age group, for example, owr first two-booky
will be: No- Shaume No- Feaw by Aruwv Twrnbull and,
Noughty and Crosses by Malovie Blackman. This
group will meet onthe third Friday of each month.

Bothvgroups will meet from ' 5 o’clock til 6 o°clocks
ond the cost is £2.50, to-include drinks and biscunity.
There are spaces inv both groupy at the time of

wriking.

Oow Saturday Mawch 21* o group of us from the
childven's reading group went to-the Burmingham
Rep to-see Philip Pullmouwv's His Dark Materials. This
wa six houwrs of aumaging theatre withy not a fidget
from any of the children! If yow get the chance to-see
this production; do-go: it was wonderful.
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Reading for Pleasure meety o the second Wednesday
of eachv montiv. InApril we read Notes from an
Exhibitionby Patrick Gale - it got athumbs downy
I'mvafraid - and i May we awve reading Virginiow
Woolfs playful mock biograsphy’ of Oriando: o wry
comumentary ow gender roles and modes of history.

-

The Persephone reading group meety on the third


http://www.wenlockbooks.co.uk/

Detail from the inner sleeve of The Montana Stories by
Katherine Mansfield, published by Persephone Books.
http://www.persephonebooks.co.uk
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™E. Housman

hotogmphs by Garcth B, Thomis

Wednesday of every third montiv This montiv (April)
we awe reading Family Roundabout by Richmal
Crompton better knoww for the Just William books.
The next Persephone meeting will be. onw Wednesdoy
July 15%, when we shall be reading The Montana
Stories by Katherine Mansfield.

There are avfew places ovailable at the Persephone
group and the evening Reading for Pleasure group.

The next Reading Supper i Little Wenlock will be ow
Friday May 29" at 6pm. The book is The Storvy of an
African Fowrm by Olive Schweiner. Please contact the
bookshop if yow are interested.

Book Launch: A Shropshire Lad

Ow Friday April 3™ invthe Guild Hall, Much Wenlock;
Wenlock Books launched the latest edition of
Housmanw's fumous poem ~ A Shwopshire Lad,
published by Ludlow publisher Merlin Unwin. David
Lloyd - who-has provided av introduction to-the
book - gawve o foscinating short talk onwA €
Howsmany; Merlinn Unwiny spoke about publishing the
book;, and Gabrielle Drake read four of the poesms
from the sequence. It was alovely event, and this
book does indeed make the perfect gift.

Creative Writing Workshop

OwFriday April 24™ we awe delighted to-have Peter
Diavmond hosting o creative writing workshop at the
bookshop. Peter taught creative writing for the Opewv
University and Birminghawm University. This event iy
fully booked; but do-please let me know if yow are
interested in future creative writing events.



http://www.persephonebooks.co.uk/

Morville Flower Festival

This year’s flower festival takes p lace on the Mavy
Bank Holiday, 2", 3%, and 4™ May at Morville Hall.
The theme of the festival this yeowr will be “The
Morville Hours” inv celebration of Katherine Swift's
beautifully writter and highly regarded book of that
naune:. Since publicatiow last May the book has gone
onto-sell over 10,000 copies and has beew reprinted
sevenvtimes. Published to-great critical acclainm and
populaw reception the book has become awnv instant
cassic and will hold o important place i our
literavy heritage for years to-come. The paperback
editiow of the book i now out and I shall be at the
festival withy both hawrdback and paperback copies of
the book for sale. Katherine will be available for
signings. Do-come and celebrate this trivwmph of
seviouwsly good writing - and enjoy o traditional
village fair at the saune time. Teas. Gardens operv
Churchvopen. Plant stalls. Book stalls. Village
entertainments.

ORANGE Prize for Fiction

The West Midlands Readers Network (of which the
bookshop s a member) will host this yeoaw’s Orange
Prige for Fictiowevent. The date for your diawry is
May 9th and it will take place in Birminghom
chaired by Kate Moss (Labyrinth, Sepulchve). The
event will see av celebratiow of the very best
contemporory writing in Englishy by women from all
over the world. A selection of authors from this yeaw’s
long and short-listy will be inwited; as well as former
winners and judges. The WMRN will be sponsoring
the event, and tickety awe just £5, available from the
bookshop, or from Birmingham Libvary. I auw
hoping to-take maybe av coach-load of readers - if
yow would like to-come; please let me know ASAP! We
plauwv to- go-for awnvearly supper after the event - alll
very welcome! This iy v great opportunity to- meet
many established and new writers (almost) on the
doorstep. Let’s help make it o success for the west
Midlands. Move details at www.orangeprize.co.uk

Venice

Owr next trip to-Venice leawves Wenlock o June 2", I
shall attempt o daily blog while we’re away so-do-
check the website for updates!



http://www.orangeprize.co.uk/show/feature/orange-2009-readers-day

Mollie and Beth

Beth has worked invthe bookshop for many yeawrs now
- stawting as v young teenager working Sundaoy
afternoons for Perce. Recently, she has worked for me
during her holidays from university while she dids
her speech therapy degree, and over the last few
months while she has beew prepaving to-get morried
and job-hunting; she has beenv helping me out a lot
move. Luckily for Beth, she has now found ‘a proper
Jjob?!’ so- I shall be sadly losing her any day now. I
shall miss working withy her hugely, and I know
mauwvy of yow willl miss her too. Do-come and say
good-bye if yow get the chance.

Another big loss s Mollie - who will be leawving v
June for gap-year adventwres. Mollie has also-
clocked up many years in the bookshop - stoawting, of
course, asy av baby whew Perce, her Dad, had the shop,
and thew working for me onw Satuwrdays and after
school since she was about thirteen. Mollie has been
the most amazing Satwrday girlimanager (yes
readly!) ond I shall miss her move thoaw I cowv say.
For the first paut of her gap-year she iy going to
Indiv to- work onw a commumnity placement
prograwmme  organiged by Sangam - the
nternational Girl Guide Centre in Pune. Mollie has
worked howd to- raise most of her funding for this,
but could st do- withv some help; if yow would like to-
give Mollie av fowrewell gift before she leaves for India,
that would be most appreciated. Hilowy and I will be
holding avn Openv Gardew Party at Brook Cottage,
Clungunford, ow Sunday June 28%* 2 - 6pmu teas,
cakes, raffle, entertainumenty - to- help raise some
fundy for her - do- come if yow cowmv move details next
time. *To be confirmed - please check!

Reader’s Club

Annual membership iy £10 per persovor £15 per
couple - payable by cash, cheque ov credit cawd. I
returw yow get:

7
°

10% discount off all your books and CDs*

A Wenlock Books chinaw mug and silk book-
mawk ow joining

Regulaw newsletters by email or post

Early -bird notification ow forthcoming eventy
Personalised pre-publication information ow
your fovouwrite authory

<+ A Wenlock Books tote bag each time yow renew
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X3

%
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Thanks to Jacky Kay for this fab cartoon. To
see more of Jacky’s work go to
http://www.jackyfleming.co.uk

your anvnualds membership
<+  Other offers and rewawds as time goes by

*there may be some specialist books on which we are
unable to-offer thix discount. Please ask at the shop if
yow would like to-join.

Feedback please!

Some of my best friends howve told me that my
newsletters awe too-long ®. So-if yowve got this for,
well done! I hope that by being directed to-the News
& Eventy page before yow get to-the newsletter yow can
pick out the headlines that interest youw, and
thereforve just scroll to-those items? Or maybe it woulds
be helpful if there was av List of highlighty at the top of
the newsletter itself, withy hyperlinks to-the related
awticle? (I dowtknow if that’s possible; but will find
out!) Let me know what yowthink would help. As o
cost-cutting and time-soving exercise I anm
experimenting with o bi-monthly newsletter, but we’'ll
see-how that goes. There would be updates on the
wel-site in between times as necessary.

Inthe meantime; I welcome any feedbock regording
any aspect of the newsletter; length; style; format;
tuming etc. It ig costly to-produce; bothv in tume and
money, so-I want it to-be as effective as possible. If
yow howve v miruite; please let me know what yow
think.

best (i5i&tas,

’Q/\, !“—Q__,_:'


http://www.jackyfleming.co.uk/
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